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DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY (HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA) 

WE WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THIS CONFERENCE TAKES PLACE IN 

MI’KMA’KI, THE ANCESTRAL AND UNCEDED TERRITORY OF THE MI’KMAQ PEOPLE.  

THIS TERRITORY IS COVERED BY THE “TREATIES OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP” WHICH MI’KMAQ 

AND WOLASTOQIYIK (MALISEET) PEOPLE FIRST SIGNED WITH THE BRITISH CROWN IN 1725. THE 

TREATIES DID NOT DEAL WITH SURRENDER OF LANDS AND RESOURCES BUT IN FACT 

RECOGNIZED MI’KMAQ AND WOLASTOQIYIK (MALISEET) TITLE AND ESTABLISHED THE RULES 

FOR WHAT WAS TO BE AN ONGOING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NATIONS. 
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Cindy Colford (Website, Program) 

Emilie Demers (Social Events – Silent Auction) 

Moya Dumville (Social Events – Banquet) 

Tiffany Eng Moore (Communications) 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

CAC EMERGING CONSERVATORS COMMITTEE TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019, 7:00pm – 9:30pm 

Lower Deck – Beer Market, 1887 Upper Water Street, Halifax, NS 

 

Put on your thinking caps and join us for an evening of fun, good company, and friendly 

competition. Participation is free, so come test your knowledge on all things pop culture, 

history, art, literature, animals, geography, and of course, conservation! 

Food and drink are available for individual purchase. 

 

Free live music to follow trivia event. 

 

CONFERENCE POST-DINNER RECEPTION 
Thursday May 30, 2019, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, Rudolph P. Bratty Hall, 1055 Marginal Road, 

Halifax, NS 

 

CAC invites conference delegates to experience the multicultural heritage of our nation 

through guided tours of the exhibits and interactives in the Rudolph P Bratty Hall. Catch up 

with longstanding colleagues and meet new ones while taking in the breathtaking views of 

the Halifax Harbour. 

 

Complementary post-dinner snacks and first beverage 

Cash bar 

 

CONFERENCE BANQUET & SILENT AUCTION 
Friday May 31, 2019, 6:30 pm – 10:00 pm 

Halifax Citadel National Historic Site, 5425 Sackville Street, Halifax, NS 

 

Join other conference delegates for a night of delicious food, good conversation and 

fierce bidding wars! A Highlands Piper will greet delegates who will enjoy a buffet dinner in 

the elegant North Magazine Garrison Room, the annual silent auction in the Naval Room, 

and 30 minute guided tours of the historic site. There is also the opportunity to congratulate 

the Charles Mervyn Ruggles and Emerging Conservator award winners. 

 

Ticket cost: $95.00 per person 

Ticket includes: buffet dinner, first beverage, and guided tour 

Cash bar 

Delegates provide own transportation 
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CAC ADVOCACY COMMITTEE BROWN BAG LUNCH SESSION 
Saturday June 1, 2019, 11:55 am – 13:25 pm 

Dalhousie University, Scotiabank Auditorium, Marion McCain Arts and Social Sciences 

Building, 6135 University Ave, Halifax, NS 

 

Interested in raising conservation awareness through social media? Want to be more 

engaged politically? Have an upcoming talk for which you need to explain the importance 

of conservation? Join the Advocacy Committee for a brown bag lunch session 

on Saturday, June 1 in Halifax to learn how to utilize the Advocacy Toolkit’s resources to your 

advantage!  The Toolkit, a series of resources to encourage and empower Canadian 

conservators to advocate for conservation, will be discussed in detail, expanding on each 

resource and offering direction on the potential ways they can be used. 

 

TOURS 
 

ART GALLERY OF NOVA SCOTIA    
Thursday May 30, 2019, 3:10pm – 5:30pm 

 

Behind-the-scenes tour of collections and conservation spaces, explaining what staff do, 

the gallery’s focus (preventative/active conservation, current storage, and related 

projects), and how the gallery utilizes and functions in a renovated historic building 

continually updated by the province. Tour members will explore vault storage as well as 

walk through the exhibition spaces. 

 

NOVA SCOTIA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY    
Thursday May 30, 2019, 3:10pm – 5:30pm 

 

Behind-the-scenes tour of collection storage areas, which will include a discussion about the 

unique issues involved in accessioning, storage, handling and conservation. 

  

THE MARITIME MUSEUM OF THE ATLANTIC    
Thursday May 30, 2019, 3:10pm – 5:30pm 

 

Behind-the-scenes tour led by Roger Marsters, Curator of Marine History, and Amber Laurie, 

Assistant Curator/Registrar of Marine History; both part of the Nova Scotia Museum 

Collections Unit. Tour members will see multiple artifact storage areas and then be able to 

walk through the exhibition spaces. 

  

GOVERNMENT HOUSE    
Thursday May 30, 2019, 3:10pm – 5:30pm 

A tour of Government House will include viewing the Main Foyer, Grand Staircase, Ballroom, 

Morning Room, Drawing Room, and Dining Room. There will also be a discussion on the 

treatment and display of four WWI Colours with Ann Shaftel.



PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
 

GELLAN GUM:  THEORY AND APPLICATIONS 
Tuesday, May 28 and Wednesday, May 29, 2018 – 9:00 am – 4:30 pm (each day) 

Location: Art Gallery of Nova Scotia ▪ 1723 Hollis Street ▪ Halifax, NS 

 

In the past several years the use of rigid polysaccharide hydro-gels has increased in paper 

conservation, and is expanding to other porous materials. Gellum gum is one of the least 

expensive hydrogels, and was initially tested by paper conservators at the ICPAL in 

Rome.  This workshop will introduce the chemistry, material properties and theory of gel use, 

augmented by case studies showing various aspects of the gel in action. After providing this 

theoretical grounding, the majority of the workshop will be spent exploring hands-on 

applications. Participants will be encouraged to bring didactic samples for 

experimentation. The two-day workshop will explore: 

 

• Gel preparation: 

▪ The effects of variations of concentrations and film thicknesses for both the 

standard low-acyl gellan and the combined low- and high-acyl gellan gum 

▪ Methods for adding various reagents to the gels (chelators, enzymes, reducing 

agents and deacidification agents) 

 

• Treatment applications: 

▪ Overall washing of paper-based objects 

▪ Local applications for controlled wetting (e.g. paper backing removals, removal 

of book spine linings, removal of paper labels off paintings or other artifacts) 

▪ Localized tideline or stain-reducing techniques 

▪ More complex washing treatments: paper objects with sensitive media, textiles, 

photographs, three-dimensional artifacts etc.   

▪ Gel delivery of aqueous reagents 

 

Though taught from the perspective of paper conservators, and building largely on case 

studies of the treatment of paper artifacts, participants from other conservation disciplines 

who are interested in controlled aqueous treatments are also welcome to attend. 

 

Instructor Biographies: 

 

Crystal Maitland joined the Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI) in 2015 as their Works of 

Art on Paper Conservator, having returned to Canada after a seven-year stint as the Paper 

Conservator for the Johns Hopkins University Sheridan Libraries and Museums in Baltimore, 

MD. Crystal received both her Masters of Art Conservation (MAC) in paper conservation 

and her Honour Bachelors of Chemistry from Queen’s University. In addition to using gellan 

gum in treatments, Crystal has experimented with gellan gum applications and is interested 

in exploring the boundaries of the gel preparation methods for applications both inside and 

outside the paper lab. 

 

Greg Hill is Senior Conservator of Archival and Photographic Materials at the Canadian 

Conservation Institute where he conducts treatments, contributes to a range of research 

projects and presents workshops for the archival and fine art community across Canada. 



PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
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Prior to CCI, Greg worked at Library and Archives Canada in a variety of capacities 

including Head of Prints and Drawings Conservation and Photograph Conservation, 

preservation advisor for the former Portrait Gallery of Canada and technical advisor for the 

new nitrate film storage vault building project. He has spoken and written on a range of 

subjects related to the conservation and preservation of archival and photographic 

materials. 

  

 

 

SHIBOIRI + INDIGO DYE WORKSHOP  
Wednesday, May 29, 2019 – 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Location: Centre for Craft Nova Scotia ▪ 1061 Marginal Road ▪ Halifax, NS 

 

Indigo dye is breathtaking – experience the magic as the fabric changes from lime green to 

indigo blue before your eyes. Shibori is the ancient Japanese form of dyeing that revolves 

around different ways of binding and folding fabric to create different patterns and is most 

commonly practiced with indigo. We will make a variety of shibori samples exploring both 

Nui (stitched) and itajime (bound and resist) designs. The fabric samples are large enough 

to be used as Furoshiki (Japanese wrapping cloth) which are both beautiful and functional. 

They can be used for a lunch bag alternative, an eco-wrapping technique, or scarf or 

garment. 

 

Instructor Biography: 

 

Kate Ward is an interdisciplinary artist and educator whose research driven practice 

investigates the relationship between art, ritual spaces and cultural meaning. Her practice 

engages with issues of public space and social engagement in contemporary cultures, 

drawing references from the geolithic, neolithic, through to modern neuroscience 

technologies. 
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2019 CAC CONFERENCE PROGRAM   

University of Dalhousie, Scotiabank Auditorium, Marion McCain Arts and Social Sciences Building 

6135 University Ave, Halifax, NS B3H 4P9 

Thursday, May 30 – Day 1 
 

8:00 – 8:30  REGISTRATION & DELEGATE BAG PICK-UP  

8:30 – 9:00 WELCOME &INTRODUCTIONS  

9:00 – 9:45  Per Guldbeck Memorial Lecture  

Karin Kierstead, Association of Nova Scotia Museums 

9:50 – 10:20 BREAK 

Sponsored by ASSURART 

SESSION 1 – NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLIGHTS  

Session Chair – Ian Loughead 

10:25 – 10:45  A Series of Unfortunate Events, Now a Race Against Time – Saving Leduc’s 

Murals 

Michelle Gallinger 

10:50 – 11:10  Home in Nova Scotia 

Ann Shaftel 

11:15 – 11:35  The Salzinnes antiphonal project continued: treatment and exhibition of a 16th 

century liturgical manuscript 

Christine McNair 

11:40 – 11:45  Q & A   

11:50 – 13:20  LUNCH  

CAC-ACCR REGIONAL REP MEETING (Scotiabank Auditorium) 

SESSION 2 – PAPER CONSERVATION 

Session Chair –  Crystal Maitland  

13:30 – 13:50  For the Birds: Revisiting Backing Removal with the Audubon Collection at 

Library and Archives Canada 

Laura Hashimoto 

13:55 – 14:15  Unconventional Uses of Conventional Treatments: Three Case Studies in Paper 

Conservation 

Kyla Ubbink 

14:20 – 14:40  Fragments of Frankliniana: The Conservation of Arctic Exploration-Related 

Paper 

Amanda Gould & Doris St-Jacques 

14:45 – 14:50 Q & A  

14:55 – 15:10  BREAK  

15:10 – 17:30 TOURS 
Art Gallery of Nova Scotia Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History 

Maritime Museum of the Atlantic Government House of Nova Scotia 

  
 

19:00 – 21:00 CONFERENCE POST-DINNER RECEPTION 

Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, Rudolph P. Bratty Hall 



2019 CAC CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
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Friday, May 31 – Day 2 
 

8:30 – 8:45  REGISTRATION 

8:50 – 8:55 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Session 3 – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS  

Session Chair – Cindy Colford 

9:00 – 9:20 Insights from the 2018 Canadian Collections Care Survey 

Gyllian Porteous & Sophia Zweifel 

9:25 – 9:45  Revisions to the ASHRAE chapter and the CCI web pages on climate control 

specifications for 2019 

Stefan Michalski 

9:50 – 10:10 Energy Management of Heritage Facilities 

Eric Hagan 

10:15 – 10:20  Q & A 

10:25 – 10:55  BREAK 

Sponsored by GOLDEN ARTISTS COLOURS 

Session 4 –  COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION  

Session Chair – Dee Stubbs-Lee 

11:00 – 11:20 "You Wanna Put What in the Gallery?!": Displaying Live Hide Beetles (D. 

maculatus) at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum 

Victoria Kablys 

11:25 – 11:45 Better Safe than Sorry: Creating a Hazardous Materials Manual for Museum of 

Vancouver 

Fiona Hernandez & Hayley Monroe 

11:50 – 12:10 We Like to Move It, Move It: creating successes in a challenging collections 

move 

Erika Range 

12:15 –12:20  Q & A 

12:25 – 13:55 
LUNCH 

CAPC General Meeting (Scotiabank Auditorium)  

Session 5 – COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION CONTINUED  

Session Chair – Tania Mottus 

14:00 – 14:20 Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor: A discussion on the Use and Development of 

Effective Rubrics for Heritage Collections 

Mikaela Marchuk 

14:25 – 14:45 Beyond the Code: Ethics and private practice conservation 

Kyla Ubbink 

14:50 – 14:55 Q&A 

15:00 – 15:30 BREAK 

15:35 – 17:35 CAC-ACCR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

18:00 –  22:00 BANQUET  

The Garrison Room, Halifax Citadel National Historic Site 



2019 CAC CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
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Saturday, June 1 – Day 3 
 

8:30 – 8:45 REGISTRATION 

8:50 – 8:55 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Session 6 –  SHORT PAPERS (5 MINUTES) 

Session Chair – Diana Komejan 

9:00 – 9:40  

 

Unlocking the Potential in La Doll Clay as the New Filler Material for Ceramics 

Sally Gunhee Kim 

Accumulative Ritual Surfaces on Yaka, Teke and Bidjogo Figures: Ethical 

Considerations and Material Analysis 

Charlotte Parent 

Securing a Seat for the Prince of Wales: Minimally Intrusive Repairs to the 

Structural Upholstery of a Bespoke Jacques & Hay Chair 

Amanda Salmon 

Thataway Again, an Evaluation of an Anti-Graffiti Coating for Outdoor Painted 

Steel Sculpture 

Carolyn Savage 

Mounting the Insurmountable: A Non-adhesive Method for Mounting and 

Framing Unconventional Books 

Laura Fedynyszyn 

9:45 – 9:50 Q & A 

9:55 – 10:25 BREAK/POSTER SESSION 

Session 7 – OBJECT CONSERVATION  

Session Chair – Miriam Harris  

10:30 – 10:50  Modelling Nature: Understanding Conservation Issues in the Blaschka Glass 

Flowers 

Scott Fulton 

10:55 – 11:15 

 

No Easy Tusk: Reversal of Preparation Work, and Re-treatment of Unstable 

Mammoth Tusks at the Royal Alberta Museum 

Gigi Kulis & Susan Green 

11:20 – 11:40 

 

Industrial Conservation at Parks Canada: Approaches to the preservation of 

Canada's industrial history 

Antoine Pelletier & Megan O’Connor 

11:45 – 11:50 Q & A 

11:55 –13:25 
LUNCH 

CAC ADVOCACY TOOLKIT BROWN BAG SESSION (Scotiabank Auditorium ) 

Session 8 –  OBJECT CONSERVATION CONTINUED 

Session Chair –  Carolyn Leckie 

13:30 – 13:50 

 

The Mysterious M1: Reflections of the Treatment of a Mi'kmaq Basket 

Anne MacKay 

13:55 – 14:15 

 

Conservation of the Mayo Lodge No 3 Yukon Order of the Pioneers silk banner 

Gail Niinimaa 

14:20 – 14:40 

 

Preserving the Beauty of the Beasts: Conservation of Taxidermy Ornithology 

and Mammalogy Specimens at the Royal Alberta Museum 

Gigi Kulis  

14:45 –14:50  Q & A 

14:55 – 15:00 CLOSING REMARKS 



ABSTRACTS – NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLIGHTS – THURSDAY MAY 30 
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A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS, NOW A RACE AGAINST TIME – 

SAVING LEDUC’S MURALS 

 

ABSTRACTS – NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLIGHTS – THURSDAY MAY 30 

Conference Abstracts 
  



ABSTRACTS - CONSERVATORS AS COLLABORATORS – THURSDAY MAY 10 
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AT HOME IN NOVA SCOTIA 



ABSTRACTS – NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLIGHTS – THURSDAY MAY 30 
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THE SALZINNES ANTIPHONAL PROJECT CONTINUED: TREATMENT AND EXHIBITION 

OF A 16TH CENTURY LITURGICAL MANUSCRIPT 
 



ABSTRACTS – PAPER CONSERVATION – THURSDAY MAY 30 
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FOR THE BIRDS: REVISITING BACKING REMOVAL WITH THE AUDUBON 
COLLECTION AT LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA 

ABSTRACTS – PAPER CONSERVATION – THURSDAY MAY 30 

 



ABSTRACTS – PAPER CONSERVATION – THURSDAY MAY 30 
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UNCONVENTIONAL USES OF CONVENTIONAL TREATMENTS: THREE 

CASE STUDIES IN PAPER CONSERVATION 

  



ABSTRACTS – PAPER CONSERVATION – THURSDAY MAY 30 
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FRAGMENTS OF FRANKLINIANA: THE CONSERVATION OF ARCTIC 

EXPLORATION-RELATED PAPER 

  



ABSTRACTS – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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INSIGHTS FROM THE 2018 CANADIAN COLLECTIONS CARE SURVEY 

ABSTRACTS – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS – FRIDAY MAY 31 



ABSTRACTS – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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REVISIONS TO THE ASHRAE CHAPTER AND THE CCI WEB PAGES ON 

CLIMATE CONTROL SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2019 



ABSTRACTS – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT OF HERITAGE FACILITIES 

 

  



ABSTRACTS – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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“YOU WANNA PUT WHAT IN THE GALLERY?!”:  DISPLAYING LIVE HIDE 

BEETLES (D. MACULATUS) AT THE ROYAL SASKATCHEWAN MUSEUM 

  



ABSTRACTS – CARING FOR COLLECTIONS – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY: CREATING A HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

MANUAL FOR MUSEUM OF VANCOUVER 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSTRACTS – COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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WE LIKE TO MOVE IT, MOVE IT: CREATING SUCCESSES IN A 

CHALLENGING COLLECTIONS MOVE 

ABSTRACTS – COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION – FRIDAY MAY 31 

 

  



ABSTRACTS – COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION CONTINUED – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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EXCELLENT, GOOD, FAIR, OR POOR: A DISCUSSION ON THE USE AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE RUBRICS FOR HERITAGE COLLECTIONS 

ABSTRACTS – COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION CONTINUED – FRIDAY MAY 31 

  



ABSTRACTS – COLLECTIONS CARE IN ACTION CONTINUED – FRIDAY MAY 31 
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BEYOND THE CODE: ETHICS AND PRIVATE PRACTICE CONSERVATION 

 

 



ABSTRACTS – SHORT PAPERS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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UNLOCKING THE POTENTIAL IN LA DOLL CLAY AS THE NEW FILLER 

MATERIAL FOR CERAMICS 

ABSTRACTS – SHORT PAPERS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 

  



ABSTRACTS – SHORT PAPERS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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ACCUMULATIVE RITUAL SURFACES ON YAKA, TEKE AND BIDJOGO 

FIGURES: ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND MATERIAL ANALYSIS 
 

  



ABSTRACTS – SHORT PAPERS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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SECURING A SEAT FOR THE PRINCE OF WALES: MINIMALLY INTRUSIVE 

REPAIRS TO THE STRUCTURAL UPHOLSTERY OF A BESPOKE JACQUES & 

HAY CHAIR 
 

  



ABSTRACTS – SHORT PAPERS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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THATAWAY AGAIN, AN EVALUATION OF AN ANTI-GRAFFITI COATING 

FOR OUTDOOR PAINTED STEEL SCULPTURE 
 

  



ABSTRACTS – SHORT PAPERS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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MOUNTING THE INSURMOUNTABLE: A NON-ADHESIVE METHOD FOR 

MOUNTING AND FRAMING UNCONVENTIONAL BOOKS 

 



ABSTRACTS – OBJECTS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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MODELLING NATURE: UNDERSTANDING CONSERVATION ISSUES IN THE 

BLASCHKA GLASS FLOWERS 
 

ABSTRACTS – OBJECTS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 

  



ABSTRACTS – OBJECTS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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NO EASY TUSK: REVERSAL OF PREPARATION WORK, AND  

RE-TREATMENT OF UNSTABLE MAMMOTH TUSKS AT THE ROYAL ALBERTA 

MUSEUM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDUSTRIAL CONSERVATION AT PARKS CANADA: APPROACHES TO 

THE PRESERVATION OF CANADA’S INDUSTRIAL HISTORY 



ABSTRACTS – OBJECTS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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ABSTRACTS – OBJECTS – SATURDAY JUNE 1 
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THE MYSTERIOUS M1: REFLECTIONS ON THE TREATMENT OF A MI'KMAQ 

BASKET 
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